New Mexico Quarterly
Volume 14 | Issue 4

Article 34

1944

Los Paisanos
Julia Keleher

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq
Recommended Citation
Keleher, Julia. "Los Paisanos." New Mexico Quarterly 14, 4 (1944). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol14/iss4/34

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.

Keleher: Los Paisanos

;.

LOS

PAISANOS

Saludo a Todos Los Paisanos:
The 1944 E. H. Shaler awards for outstandiJlg newspaper work
were announced at the dosing dinner of the New Mexico Press Association annual
convention
in Santa Fe last month. The awards,
.
.
established last ye~r in memory of the late editor of the Albuquerque
Tribune, were the 'first of ten annual prizes and represented $200 in
cash for the best New Mexico editorial and reporting, and an honorary
award for community service. Will Robinson, editor of the Roswell
. Dispatch, won the first prize for outstanding editorial work"displayed
in "Another Year of the City Beautiful," in which he. outlined Roswell's
plan for beautifying that City. L. Wesley Huff, news editor of the
Gallup Independent, was awarded the second prize for his "spot"
reporting of the November 20 gunfight during a murder trial in a
Gallup courtroom. George B. Bowra, ed.itor, and Mary K. Taylor,
associate editor of the Aztec Independent Review,. received the honorary award for community service. Among the many contributions
which this pa,R.er has made to community life are the following: -three
hundred free Subscriptions to the Aztec Review were sent to hometown boys in the Armed Forces; a photograph was taken of every Aztec
• boy and girl in the service of their country and published in the paper
without cost. ~dv.ertisements of all the bond sales were printed free
. of charge, resulting in Aztec's way-beyond and above the quota allotment. The judges of these awards were the following: George Fitzpatrick, James Threlkeld, Howard Roosa, Keen Rafferty, Paul A. F.
Walter, and W. A. Keleher. They report that a surprisingly large
number of manuscripts 'were submitted by newspapermen and women
tlrroughoutthestate, and felt that no one would have' been happier
over such indications of abililtyand talent than "Shaf," New Mexico
symbol of the finest newspaper, ideals and traditions.
.
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One of the most notable recent campus events w~s the presentation
ceremony of the Gerald Cassidy Memorial Art Library to the College
<;If Fine Arts by Mrs. Ina Sizer Cassidy. The libr~ included not only
books of this internationally famous artist, but a representative collection o~ his paintings and lithographs. A beautiful program of tribute
to both Mr. and Mrs. Cassidy was arranged by the School of InterAmerican Affairs with PIe "cooperation of the College of Fine Arts and
the Department of English. Dr. Joaquin Ortega presided at the ceremony, ;and the others who took part in it were Willard Hougland,
Dr. T. M. Pearce, and Dean J. 0 .. Robb. Although Ina Sizer Cassidy
was the wife of one of America's finest artists,. she has established an
identity in New Mexico and the ~outhwest which distinguishes ,her
as an individual, as an art critic, and as an authority on f~lklore. The
New Mexico Magazine has published throughout the years 160 articles
written by her, which represent in my opinion an invaluable history
and appraisal of Southwestern arts and craftS. Taken chronologically,
the articles span the art periods in New Mexico as date<:1 by' Cassidy~
Berninghaus, Blumenschein, Raymond Jonson, an~ Kenneth Adams.
On knowing what these names imply, from the perspective of results
and reputation, one can readily realize the real contribution Mrs.
Cassidy has made.
.
Ana speiling of libraries, no doubt all of yo~ were as interested
as I was in the. recent sale of the Frank. J. Hogan library at the ParkeBernet Galleries, Inc., where a bid of $7,600 by Charles Scribner's Sons,
New York publi~hers, bought an autographed two-volume first edition
of James Fenimore Cooper's The Spy. Among the other treasures in
the Hogan library were the Roseberry First Folio, of Shakespeare, CaXton's printing _of The Canterbury Tales) ll,unyan's Pilgrim's Progress)
the renowned copy of Spenser's Faerie Queen with an autograph poem,
by the author to Elizabeth Boyle on a blank leaf, and the 1559 edition
of Totters Miscellany.. The famous self-educated lawyer .and president
of the American Bar Association ~ad also some of. the finest early
Americana in private hands. David Randall in a recent issue of the
New York Times states that Mr. Hogan had been troubled about the
disposal of his beloved books, and that he finally decided "and rightly
so, to have them sold at auction in New York so that others might
possess what he had loved. He stated this beautifully in his will, as
follows:"
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I had thought of bequeathing my valuable books and collection of autographs
and literary manuscript material. including my collections 'of first and rare editions
of English and American literature. to some institution to be permanendy kept
together as a collection. but this idea I have abandoned in favor of a plan that will
accomplish this dispersion among those coming after me, who will experience as I
have felt, a profound happiness and satisfaction in possessing these pr~cious monuIllents of hUDian thought and progress. There is something sacred in the intimate
companionship of a book, and I do-not deem. it fitting that these friends of many
happy hours should repose in unloved and soulless captivity. Rather I would send
them out into the world again to be intimates of others, whose loving hands and
understanding he3l'ts wiN fill the place left vacant by my passing.

January was indeed a significant month f!>r Mrs. Clara Fergusson,
honored and loved. fuy countless friends throughout· New Mexico. It
marked 'her eighti~th birthday,~he publication of her son Harvey's
twelfth book, and the departure .of her daughter Erna for Cuba on a
ninth-book assignment by publisher Alfred A. Knopf. Harvey's new
book Horne in the West is a self-portrait proJected against a threegeneration family ~ackground, an~ needless to say it is the book-of-themonth here. in Albuquerque: Other books by this nationally known
author include Rzo Gran[le" In Those Days, Wolf Song, Blood of the
Conquerors, and Modern Man. All reports indicate that Erna had a
wonderful time in Washington, w~ere she has been lecturing for the
past year and· a half under the a~spices of the Coordinator of InterAmerican Affairs. After an intensive study of Cuban conditions -and
people she will return home, as has been her custom,. and· write· th~
manuscript of the forthcoming book. Erna's. long list of outstanding
books includes'Dan¢ing Gods, Fiesta in Mexico, Guatemala, Chile, and
Venezuela.
The Story of Anesthesia, by Dr. Howard Raper of Albuquerque,
nation.ally recognized dental authority, has been announcea by Prentice-Hall as one of their most important spring publications. Those of
you who happened to see the recent movie called ~'The Great Moment"
will be particalarly interested in the forthcoming book. Apparently,
Hollywood considered the discovery of the greates~ gift of all time to
suffering humanity !from the viewpoint of farce, because Preston Sturgis
directed the ffim which was based on' a highly melodramatic version
of the discovery of anesthesia. The so-callea master of farce displayed
the same sense of values in "The Great Moment" th.at he did in "The
Miracle of Morgan's Creek." Dr~ Raper's book is the result of a twentyyear hobby. The contributions of Wells, Morton, and Jackson"to the
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discovery of anesthesia have been investigated from every possible
source and presented from the viewpoint of truth. The author of The
Story of Anesthesia is the inventor of numerous dental and X-ray instruments, originator of examining teeth by X-ray, and co-founder of
the Raper-Simpson School of Radiontia. In recognition of these contributions, and the publication of many scientific books and pamphlets,
Dr. Raper was awarded the Callahan Gold Medal in 1927.
The New Mexico Book Store reports that Ernie Pyle's Brave Men
topped all books in their holiday season. You have probably heard
that Henry Holt, publishers of the book, had three people in the trade
department who did nothing for five weeks but handle orders for
it.
. . Stanley Vestal's The Missouri is receiving many favorable
reviews. The hook is the 26th volume in the Rivers of America
series.
I thought that Major Paul Horgan's "Taos Sketches"
in a recent issue of the Yale -Review were beautifully done, particularly
"The Fortress"
and I also enjoyed very mU,ch Keen Rafferty's
article in The Saturday Review of Literature on newspaper writing.
Have you heard that the motion picture rights on "Paso por
Aqui,." Eugene Manlove Rhodes' most popular story, have been sold
to Harry Shennan of Los Angeles by Mrs. Rhodes, and will soon go
into production? The story was adapted for the screen by Willi~~
Brent~.a New Mexico writer born in Silver City, who has had many
stories published in the Saturday Evening Post 'and Collier's.
Walter Goodwin, formerly with the Rydal Press of Santa Fe is now
with Duell, Sloan and Pearce in New York.
Dr. Dudley
Wynn, editor of The New Mexico Quarterly Review, has assumed his
new duties as Director of Publiqltions at the University of New Mexico.
In the light of the thrilling events now taking place in the farPacific, the following little story which Curtis Martin, author of The
Hills of Home and numerous short stories, wrote to his wife, Ann, is
indeed significant. Ann Martin, by the way, is doing a first-rate job
.of running her father's ranch in Cimarron while waiting for Lieutenant
Martin to return home.
One of my boys, an enlisted man, went up into the hills and caught a small
Jap goat. It was a nanny goat, all white. The next morning we went 'out to JVhere
the boy had tied her, and there were two little billy goats, just born and solid white
like their mother. They have been wonderful for the boys to watch and talk
about. We phoned our local radio station and had them announce the birth, and
the fa<;t that Johnny Hep, the boy who caught the goat, was passing out cigars. A
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photographer came up iInmediately and took several shots of the boy and the goats.
It has been of intereSt'to the entire island. I think it is perh~ps the first birth- that
has occurred on this island since the beginning of its destruction. After all the death
and bloodshed, the beginning of a new life has been important to all of us and
is rather symbolic.

Hasta la proxima vez.
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